
STOP, TOOK, AND PAY ATTENTION

John 9:1-9

You're in the store, your shopping, suddenly there is this piercing scream, it's a kid.

He is having a fit, your adrenaline rises, you say to yourself 'tive me 10 minutes with that
kid and l'llstraighten him out."

Me, it is give me 10 minutes with the parents.

Or you're driving and there is an old beater in front of you. The license plate is hanging, it
smokes like crazy when it starts up from the light, looks like an accident trying to find a place

to happen.

Right away we want to say "What business does he have driving that thing."

Bumper Sticker "lf parts start falling off please honk."

What is our knee jerk reactions in those situations? ls it not to give advice?

Or make fun of the vehicle and driver!

JUDGING IS INSTINCTIVE ISN'T IT?

But when we consider compassion and lookinq it is different.

Looking and compassion is seeing through the eyes of the Holy Spirit.

Where judging is self-motivated, driven by the flesh.

It is not seeing things as God sees them.

So, I want us to see how Jesus saw things in comparison to how we see things.

1. JUDGING AND LOOKING

A. The Jesus Way

l. Jesus never looked at people as a project but as a person!

2. TV ad for psoriasis "See Me"

3. 40 different occasions in the gospels Jesus looks at people.

B. He Does Three Things

(1.) He looks at the person

(2.) Tells others to look

(3.)Teaches them about looking.



4. Today, we want to consider what we do instead of showing compassion.

5. Jesus is going to give us the example by using His disciples.

6. Showing us the opposite of compassion.

C. John 9:1-9 A Man Born Blind.

D. Setting

1. Pool of Siloam

2. ln the first century few cared for the weak.

A. the heroes were powerful, healthy people like Alexander the Great.

B. they could force their wills upon others.

3. So if you had a handicap that kept you from working, you would be found at the

roadside begging.

A. the city gates were the best place to go because people were forced to look

at you.

4. The city gate next to the pool of Siloam was called the Ashpot or Tekkoa gate.

A. the blind man's story probably takes place at this gate.

5. lt is an interesting place, Siloam means "sent" and comes from the Gihon Spring in

the Kidron Valley.

A. This channel was dug by King Hezekiah before the attack of the Assyrians in

701 B.C. and provided water for the city.

B. lt is t,749 feet long and cut through solid bedrock

C. My understanding water stillflows through it today.

6. Comparison Page

A. llllhat is the real difference? V-l Jesus sees a "man" not an invalid or a wasted

piece of humanity.

B. He looks long enough to cause he disciples to stop and ask questions.

C. What prompted their questions?

D. As far as we can tell, Jesus said nothing right away.



E. Which draws the disciples into looking at the man.

F. The whole chapter is about physicaland spiritualseeing.

(1). Jesus restores a man's sight, He begins by looking not iudging!

(2). Later in the chapter He restores the man's spiritual sight. 35-38

6. lf you were the blind man, you are listening to the disciples, they are talking

about you, how would you feel?

(1). tife has been tough enough.

(2.) ls the blind man or blind people without value?

(3). Jesus sees realvalve in this man who happens to be blind.

There is a difference in Judging and Looking

2. REFIECTING ON JUDGING AND LOOKING

A. There is a difference

1. Next chart #1

2. Which is faster and more efficient?

3. Judging is often much quicker than "looking."

4. Because it doesn't take any thought, just analysis.

5. So where do we place ourselves when we judge people?

A. ls it close to them or above them?

6. When we are iudqinq, are we usually talkinE or listeninq?

A. Which one is sure of itself, and which one is not even thinking of itself?

3. TREATING PEOPTE IIKE OBJECTS

A. What About Us?

1. Have you ever heen treated like an obiect? What did it feel like?

A. Did you feel like a nobody? My wife and I have been there!

2. lf I took a mic to the audience, I bet I would get a variety of answers.

3. Like the people who had a friend in a wheelchair due to Muscular Dystrophy.

A. They were at a restaurant with a group of friends when it came time to order



the waitress turned to his friends and said "What does he want?"

B. Her thinking was simple, people in a wheelchair are not normal, you can't talk

to odd people, so l'll talk to his friends.

C. By the way, he happened to be an Electrical engineer.

4. When we treat people like objects, we ignore them.

A. When we judge peopte, we make one of two decisions:

(1). We either make a moral pronouncement about others failures that

are not our business.

(2). We take a superior stance, thinking, "l would never do the same

thing"

B. Living lllustration "My Day of Judgement" Mike Yaconelli

I have a difficult time with judgmental people. They are judgmental. They have a gift for making you feel

like something is wrong with you. There is an arrogance about them, and I can't believe you call yourself a

Christian attitude, that seeks you out in a crowded room and lets you know you are not OK. These people

are worse than politically correct, they have God on their side. They are always right. Never wrong. They

have no problem. They know what's wrong with this world, with America, and with me.

And they are not the least bit timid in letting the world know just how those wrongs should be righted.

Memories? Boy, do they have them. Make a mistake or, worse yet sin so that they find out about it, and you

are doomed. They will not let you or anyone else forget. Ever. They want to keep you in your place, make

sure you don't get away with anything, I don't like people like that. Judgmental people have done so much

damage in the name of God.

Let me give you an example of what I am talking about. A few weeks ago, my wife and ! were having some

remodeling done to our house. The contractor called to say that one of the sub-contractors was coming over

to do some work. He mentioned the man's name and I immediately balked. I told the contractor that we

would rather not have this person come to our house because we knew some things about him that made it
difficult for us to be around him. He had a drinking problem, and his son had been to see my wife and ltwo
years previously and had some serious emotional scars that had been inflicted by this man.

We had talked many hours with the son and the mother and tried to help them through a difficult time.
Even though the man had left town for two years and had supposedly been to rehab, we were not happy to
have an alcoholic, wife-abuser over to work on our home. However, when the contractor pointed out that
our remodeling job would be delayed, we decided to let the subcontractor do the work. The job would only
take three days and his bid of 5350. was much lower than anyone else's.

One the day he finished the job, I mentioned to him that if he stopped by my office I would give him a check

for his portion of the work. He looked at me and said "Oh, I was just going to talk to you about that. We

need to talk about my bill." I immediately felt my face turn red, and I thought, "That guy hasn't changed one

bit. I knew I should never have given in, and now he is going to try and screw me out of more money." I was



furious. "People never change," t thought to myself. He showed up at my office about 5:00. I was ready for
him. He sat down and we exchanged small talk for a few minutes. He took out his book and began to write
down the details of his bill. ln the middle of writing on the invoice he tooked up to me and stopped writing.
Awkwardly, he began to speak, "Mike, a couple of years ago, I was really a mess. My son and my wife
experienced a lot of pain because of me and my drinking. I know that during that time both my wife and son
came 

10 
you for counseling. You helped them through a really, tough time in our lives.

I have my son and my wife back again, thanks to you. I couldn't thank you then, but l'm thanking you now."
He placed the invoice on my desk with the words written "paid in full" slowly stood, and shook my hand.
Our eyes met. His were filled with tears of gratitude, mine were filled with tears of embarrassment,
humiliation and remorse. I sat at my desk for a long time. The silence was pointing its finger in my direction.
I had iust come face to face with the most judgmental person I have ever known.....myself.

This man has no idea what he did for me. Maybe someday l'llget up enough courage to telt him.

Why would you wait? Why not clear the conscience then?

4. REFLECTIONS ON JUDGING V5. SAVING

a. What About Us?

1. Why do we analyze? Why do we judge? What does it do for us?

A. Analyzing provides a safe and tidy world that keeps everything in its ptace.

B. Makes us feel superior.

C. lt is taking a god-like stance ahove others and relate to them from that

superior position.

2. Henry Nouwen left his position at Harvard Divinity Schoolto live in a community of

disabled adults.

"ln order, to be of service to others we have to die to them, that is, we have to
give up measuring our meaning and value with the yardstick of others. To die to our
neighbors means to stop judging them, to stop evaluating them, and thus to become
free to be compassionate. Compassion can never co-exist with judgment because

iudgment creates the distance, the distinction, which prevents us from really being
with the other "Do not iudge and you will not be judged yourselves' is a word from
Jesus that is indeed very hard to live up to. But it contains the secret of compassion."

B. Matthew 7:l-4
1. lt is interesting that it is no longer "fashionable" to talk about "sin."

2. But we haven't lost our ability to be judgmental.

3. With our knowledge of psychology, we have increased our ability to see people or
their actions as wrong--inferior----messed -up or dysfunctional.



A. We see "sins" because we analyze one another allthe time.

4. You know "he had a troubled childhood, or is he just naturally that way.

A. is it heredity or environment, he should be in therapy, or he has issues.

B. They are all politically correct----but not BIBIICAILY CORRECT!

C. OVERHEAD CHART

D. Christ's lllustration

1. The disciples see a blind man----so they wondered who sinned?

A. They think only sin could have caused this situation.

2. Here is the problem: ln the first century people saw suffering and wondered what

the person had done to offend God.

A. ln the 21s century, because we are convinced of our innocence we respond

by being offended at God.

B. So the sufferer gets angry'at God.

3. Notice Jesus's answer Vs. 2-3

A. He says it was "neither."

4. Someone explained it this way "life is more complex than you imagined. ln fact, life

is designed--every part of it--to bring glory to God. Not only is it designed for

God's glory but His grace comes in and undoes suffering."

5. lnstead of condemning the blind man, Jesus, calls his blindness an opportunity for

God to work in his life.

A. His darkness----was a door to God's light.

B. He takes the ugly and broken and begins to make it beautifuland whole, even

before he heals the man's sight.

Conclusion



"Jesus lowers himself, in order to, care while the disciples elevate themselves in order
to iudge. The disciples see a blind man; Jesus sees a man who happens to be blind. The

disciples see an item for debate; Jesus sees a person a human being like himself. They see

sin, the effect of man's work; Jesus sees need, the potentialfor God's work. The disciples see

a completed tragedy and wonder who the villain was; Jesus sees a story half-told, with the
best yet to come."


